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SUBJECT: MOBUTU’S SPEECH TO AAI CONFERENCE - DAVIS APPOINTMENT 

1. MOBUTU SPEECH TO OPENING OF AFRICAN/AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
CONFERENCE MORNING JANUARY 21 APPARENTLY AIMED TO PLEASE 
BOTH US CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATES AND AFRICAN LEADERS PRESENT 
FROM SOME 17 COUNTRIES. FROM EMBASSY POINT OF VIEW, SPEECH 
CONTAINED BOTH POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ELEMENTS. IN FORMER 
CATEGORY WERE STATEMENTS THANKING US FOR PAST ASSISTANCE AND 
WELCOMING PRIVATE INVESTMENT WHICH WOULD BE PROTECTED UNDER 
INVESTMENT CODE. IN LATTER CATEGORY WAS CRITICISM OF US POLICY 
TOWARD AFRICA, OF SECRETARY FOR NEVER MEETING AFRICAN 
LIBERATION LEADER, AND EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER REPLACEMENT 
EASUM WHOM HE WARMLY PRAISED BY DAVIS, IDENTIFIED AS US AMBASSADOR 
TO CHILE AT TIME OF ALLENDE'S DEATH. 

2. EMBASSY URGENTLY SEEKING FULL TEXT AND WILL SEND HIS 
VERBATIM QUOTES AS SOON AS AVAILABLE, PROBABLY TOMORROW. 

3. DURING RECEPTION IMMEDIATELY AFTER SPEECH, I INDICATED 

TO BOTH BISENGEMANA AND MOKOLO OF PRESIDENCY THAT I THOUGHT 
COMMENTS OF INTERNAL USG SHIFTS WERE UNFORTUNATE, 

OBSERVING LAUGHINGLY THAT WERE U.S. PRESIDENT TO COMMENT 
PUBLICLY ON RECENT GOVERNMENT CHANGES HERE IT WOULD BE 
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VIEWED AS INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
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4. BOTH REPRESENTATIVE DIGGS AND YOUNG INDICATE THEY 
OPPOSED DAVIS NOMINATION AND APPARENTLY VIEW MOBUTU’S 
REMARKS AS HELPFUL, ALTHOUGH YOUNG PURPORTED UNDERSTAND 
MY CONCERN. 

5. RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT WITHHOLD COMMENT, AT LEAST PENDING 
RECEIPT FULL REPORT, AND EVEN THEN DOWN PLAYING 

MATTER MAY BE BEST TACTIC TO DAMPEN DOMESTIC RUMPUS. 

HINTON 
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